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ST. GILES KINGSWAY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - HIGHLIGHTS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018 
 
Report from the Minister – Tim Bruneau 
Pastor Tim drew particular attention to the third paragraph of his report specifically recognizing 
and giving thanks for the blessing of being part of St. Giles Kingsway where there are several 
people that are leaders and that we don’t depend solely on the Minister.  He did highlight that a 
big change was coming with him taking his time-away to go to Northern Ireland.  He appreciates 
the support of St. Giles Kingsway in this decision stating that it provides a great opportunity and 
he looks forward to returning refreshed, renewed, and equipped to serve St. Giles Kingsway in 
the years ahead.  St. Giles Kingsway will be well looked after during his sabbatical. 
 
Coordinating Team – Joanne C 
Joanne spoke to St. Giles Kingsway’s “Thinking Big” congregational visioning workshop where 
Session had called members of all the church teams to look at our vision and mission and to 
come up with specific, measurable, and attainable goals. Three goals have been adopted by 
Session: 

1. To more consistently integrate prayer into all we do 
2. To ensure the community (those using our building and broader community) knows 

more about St. Giles Kingsway and more about God, and 
3. To involve more members/adherents in activities/worship/outreach. 

A second workshop was held to brainstorm how we will achieve these goals.  Several proposed 
strategies were identified and the various church teams will be asked to determine how these 
can be adopted.  The Coordinating Team will review each team’s plans. 
 
Community Team – Chaz S 
Chaz thanked Ray B and Jean D who have left the Team for their years of support.  New 
members to the Team are most welcome.  Chaz asked all in attendance to consider in 2018 
what each of us could contribute to the Newsletter as it really is the St. Giles Kingsway 
community newsletter. 
 
Discipleship Team – Sheila L-O 
Sheila referred to her written report.  A huge thank you was extended to Brenda A for her years 
of Pastoral Care Team leadership and also to Esther P for the growth in the church school, the 
After School Program, and Night in Bethlehem event, and the Kingsway Adventure Camp. With 
Sheila’s move to take over the Pastoral Care Team, she highlighted that a new convenor for the 
Discipleship Team would be most welcome. 
 
Sheila invited Esther P to speak and Esther thanked all the volunteers that assist her, 
specifically the seven teachers in the Sunday school.  She highlighted that the After School 
program’s activities are continually updated on Facebook.  Esther highlighted two upcoming 
workshops being given by Tori S: 

1. On March 11th – How to tell the Children’s story more effectively, and  
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2. On April 18th – Best Practices for Sharing Your Faith with Your Children and 
Grandchildren.  

 

Management Team – Tom O 
Tom highlighted that the Management Team ensured the physical assets of the church were 
well maintained and that many projects had been undertaken in 2017 in this regard, specifically:  
new doors, signage, lighting and roof repair. Tom was happy to report that a small surplus had 
occurred in 2017 largely as a result of the hard work of the teams who came in under budget. 
Tom expressed his heart-felt thanks to Derek C and Greg M who have moved to other Teams 
and he mentioned that new volunteers to the Team are always most welcome. 
 
Mission Team – Sandra H 
Sandra identified that 2017 had been a busy year for the Mission Team: participation in World 
Leprosy Day, preparation for the mission trip to Guatemala which leaves this coming Thursday 
night, the Thanksgiving Offering to the Daily Bread Foodbank, and the Christmas gifts to 
Ernestine’s Women’s Shelter. Donations were down to Presbyterians Sharing this year but the 
General Fund of the church had made up the shortfall. Sandra gave a special thank you to Lois 
T and all the leaders of the Friendship Club.  It was mentioned that six new friends were coming 
to the club this week.   
 
Worship Team – Derek C 
Derek identified that he had shared the leadership of this Team this year with Joan D and he 
thanked Joan for her service and leadership of the Team. As 2017 marked the 500th anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation, we had had an exciting series of sermons based on the Gospel 
of John and Romans in the spring and in the autumn, the focus was on the Gospel of Matthew. 
The Team has been working through the Westminster Directory of Public Worship. Derek 
expressed heart-felt thanks to the members of the Worship Team. 
 
The Iona Group – Elizabeth C 
Elizabeth drew our attention to the write-up on page 16 and the financials on page 21.  She 
highlighted that the group was a very friendly and caring group and that all are most welcome.  
 
Living Trust Fund – Simonne N 
Simonne summarized the Fund’s report found on pages 16 and 17 and the financials found on 
page 19. 
A typo had occurred on page 17 and it should be noted that $600 had been distributed to 
Loaves and Fishes Fund rather than the printed $1000. Simonne highlighted that grants are 
given of the interest earned on the Fund and the grants were listed in the report.  Special 
requests from the capital of the Fund are also considered by the Trustees and those made in 
2017 were also identified in the report. Gifts to the Fund in memory of an individual or as a 
bequest are always most welcome. The Trustees are always very receptive to receive 
suggestions for gifts from the Fund. Simonne thanked all the Trustees who serve. 
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Brenda A asked when the next election of Trustees was to occur. This will need to be checked 
with Ted S on his return. 
 
Mark S asked whether thought had ever been given to equipping the church building with back-
up power in the event of power outages which could specifically be used to run the sump-pumps 
and also for heat so the building could be used as a shelter if necessary.  This was referred to 
the Management Team and Tom O responded that the Team was always looking for 
suggestions for capital projects. 
 
New Business 
Brenda A identified that significant spending had occurred in 2017 from the Living Trust Fund on 
the St. Giles Kingsway building.  She wondered if there had been any thought of using money 
on projects for people other than ourselves.  After discussion, a motion was proposed by 
Brenda A and seconded by Roy B that Session consider possibilities for use of capital from the 
Living Trust Fund for multi-year project(s) for people related projects outside of the St. Giles 
Kingsway family.  This motion CARRIED 
 
Motion to Receive and Consider the 2017 Annual Review and Financial Statements 
(Pages 18 – 23 in the Report) 
Tom O made the following comments about the Financial Statement for 2017 shown on page 
23: 

• The overall budget for 2017 was $319,725 and actual operating receipts were $320,405 
which meant a small surplus of $680 had occurred. 

• Actual receipts for congregational purposes (line 1) were very close to what had been 
budgeted. 

• The Presbyterians Sharing Guarantee amount of $21,600 had fallen short by $2,220 and 
that the General Fund had made up the shortfall. 

• Rental income receipts were over budget which was a good news story as it means the 
community is making use of the space we have to offer.  Tom expressed sincere thanks 
to:  Heather C for maintaining the increasingly complex schedule of church use and also 
for keeping track of feedback from the groups; Ted S for bringing the Kiwanis Music 
Festival back to St. Giles Kingsway; and Paul D for his support when the Lower Hall was 
used for movie staging. 

• There was a typo in the 2017 actual figures for Committee offsets (line 4) and 
Fundraising/Tribute Gifts (line 5) in that the figures were transposed.  The actual amount 
from Committee offsets was $3,558 and the actual amount from Fundraising/Tribute 
Gifts was $18,687.  

• Tom thanked the congregation for meeting the receipt goals in 2017. 
• Operating expenses in 2017 were budgeted to be $319,725 and the actual expenses in 

2017 were under this number at $313,059.  Every Team had held to their budget.  
Worship was a bit higher than budget due to higher professional musician costs. 

• The net result for 2017 was an operating surplus of $7,346 and Tom again thanked all 
who had supported St. Giles Kingsway in 2017. 
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Motion to Adopt 2017 Annual Review and Financial Statements (Pages 18 – 23) 
Moved by Tom O and seconded by Paul D that the Annual Review and Financial Statements for 
2017 be adopted with the corrections noted at this meeting.  CARRIED 
 
Motion to Receive and Consider 2018 Budget  
Tom made the following comments about the 2018 Proposed Budget shown on Page 23 of the 
Annual Report and on the Detailed Budget 2018 Worksheet which was distributed at the 
meeting: 

• Proposed budget is $329,527. 
• Congregational purposes budget (Line 1) reflects a 4% increase over last year primarily 

as a result of the Family Ministry which is funded through to August of 2018 and is 
seeking to be funded for September through December 2018. 

• Presbyterians Sharing (Line 2) is budgeted for $19,000 reflecting more accurately what 
was given by the congregation in 2017 and falls short from the amount suggested by the 
National Office.   

• Rental income (Line 3) is budgeted to reflect closer to 2017 actuals.  We are always 
looking for additional sources of rental income. 

• There is a typo in the 2018 budget figures shown in the Annual Report (page 23) for 
Committee offsets and Fundraising/Tribute Gifts in that the figures are transposed.  The 
budged amount from Committee offsets is $3,500 and the budgeted amount from 
Fundraising/Tribute Gifts is $24,260 

• Expenses for 2018 are budgeted to hold to 2017 actual expenses factoring in a 2.19% 
cost of living increase where required. 

• Word & Sacrament expense increase is largely the Cost of Living increase 
• Worship expense increase includes a bit more money in support of Professional 

Musicians. 
• Discipleship expense increase reflects the $8,667 required to fund the Family Ministry 

from September through December. 
• Administrative expense budget is down largely due to the Presbytery Assessment which 

is down based on St. Giles Kingsway membership number. 
• Building & Grounds maintenance budget for 2018 is higher than the actuals for 2017 

reflecting that our Custodian’s hours dropped in 2017 but will likely increase in 2018. 
 
Motion to Adopt Presbyterians Sharing Allocation for 2018 
Moved by Tom O and seconded by Lou-Anne C that we adopt a Presbyterians Sharing 
Guarantee of $19,000 for 2018.   
 

Marguerite L asked whether St. Giles Kingsway had been given an amount for Presbyterians 
Sharing from the National Office.  Tom responded that there is a recommended amount 
provided by the National Office for each congregation and that historically this suggested 
amount has been higher than the amount the congregation has budgeted to actually give.  For 
2018, the amount requested by National Office was $34,903 from St. Giles Kingsway.   
Marguerite suggested that we should have discussions or lessons about what being part of the 
Presbyterian Church and contributing to Presbyterians Sharing means. 
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Peggy P mentioned that she supports guaranteeing an amount to Presbyterians Sharing and 
that the amount represents less than 10% of our total budget.  It should be highlighted 
throughout the year if and when we are falling short in meeting our commitment to 
Presbyterians Sharing. 
 

Mark S asked what the financial equation was from the National Church to come up with their 
suggested number. It is based on the membership of St Giles Kingsway and most churches 
come in under their suggested number. 
 

Greg M mentioned that if amounts are earmarked on the envelopes to go to Presbyterians 
Sharing, then the actual amount earmarked is given which may exceed the budgeted amount.  
The budgeted amount represents the minimum amount we commit to give. 
 

Roy B suggested the guarantee amount budgeted be increased to $21,000 and he re-echoed 
that we need to hear on a regular basis where we stand in regards to giving to Presbyterians 
Sharing. 
 

Mark S asked us to consider how we will continue to deal with this in the future as 
congregations are aging and shrinking.  It was responded that Session will discuss and that we 
are fortunate in that there are good signs of life and health at St. Giles Kingsway. 
 

Linda B stated that shouldn’t the amount budgeted be going up, not down, in that whatever we 
agree to, we’re committed to. 
 
The original motion in the amount of $19,000 CARRIED. 
 
Motion to Adopt 2018 Budget 
Moved by Greg M and seconded by Paul D that the 2018 budget be adopted.   
 

Murray D questioned whether there would be any additional expense for roof repairs needed in 
2018.  Paul D responded that there were no additional roof repairs required in 2018. 
 

Marilyn O asked for an update on the sound system upgrade.  Paul D responded that the 
purchase order had been sent to the supplying company along with a deposit cheque for 
$35,000.  The work should be done in the next few weeks. 
 

Murray D asked if the sound system work included sound for the patio/courtyard area.  It doesn’t 
but our existing equipment will be retooled to provide a sound system in the courtyard and also 
in the Lower Hall. 
 

Greg M asked who was putting together the team of people to operate the new sound system.  
This is yet to be determined. 
 

Ken M mentioned that as someone who is hearing impaired, he is very thankful for the updating 
of the sound system.  John M was thanked for his advice in ensuring the new sound system is 
compatible with our hearing assistance devices. 
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Tom O expressed a huge heart-felt thank you to Cheryl E for all her hard work and dedication in 
doing the Treasurer’s job.  Tom also mentioned that Maurice M was not able to complete his 
engagement prior to the Annual General Meeting but that he will and no problems are expected. 
 

The motion to adopt the 2018 budget was CARRIED. 
  

Minister’s Remarks – Tim Bruneau 
Tim expressed his thanks to all who attended the AGM.  He also thanked the Elders for 
providing the delicious lunch. Tim mentioned that there was a team looking for a suitable 
candidate to fill the Director of Music Ministry position and it was expected to have a new hire in 
the late spring.  He gave thanks to God that this was heading in the right direction. Tim 
mentioned that Esther P was affirmed for the rest of 2018 but that we will need to prayerfully 
consider in the fall what happens in 2019 as Esther hopes to have graduated and to take on a 
church minister position. 
 

Closing and Motion to Adjourn 
Pastor Tim closed the meeting with prayer.   
 

 
 
    Nirmal D      Barry P 
  Moderator    Secretary 


