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Church Library — Simonne Nord 

Higby, the Average Monkey (C/SM) by Todd Aaron Smith 
 

What does it take to be important? 
 
Higby, the monkey has big dreams in his little cage at the zoo – he wants 
to be more than just “the average monkey.”  But when he escapes to 
make a difference in the real world, Higby discovers that he doesn’t need 
to be a police officer or a bus driver or a famous ballplayer to be im-
portant – he just has to be who God made him to be! 
 
Most people are surprised to learn the amazing power of bedtime stories.  
Books like, “Higby, the average monkey” can make a profound difference 
in the lives of children as they are shared as a part of a regular bedtime 
routine – and, as parents, we are the first ones to introduce our children to 
God. 

 
Some benefits of reading all types of books together: 
 

Makes bedtime easier, more enjoyable, and something to look forward to for children and parents 
Helps a child feel special and loved as they share quality time with parents 
Reduces stress 
Builds the parent/child bond and opens avenues of communication 
Gives parents a window into the thoughts, hopes, fears and dreams of children 
Gives parents the opportunity to share values in a natural way as situations in books arise 
Stimulates a child’s memory 
Encourages reading 
Builds a child’s vocabulary 
Improves listening skills 
Stimulates reasoning skills 
Improves creativity 
Develops the child’s IQ 
Enhances the child’s problem-solving skills 
Fosters imagination 
Stimulates social development 
Expands the child’s world 
Stimulates social development 
Promotes literacy and rewires the brain to master language 
Creates memories 
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A great selection of Christian’s children’s 
books can be found in our church library that 
can be read together.   
 
The library is located at the bottom of the 
stairs, on the left, before entering the lower 
hall.  Ask an usher at Sunday Service if you 
need directions. 



March 1st—1:30pm Prime Time in the Adamson Wing 

March 3rd—10:30am Nirmal Dass Seminar “The Historical Evidence for the Resurrection” in the Lounge 

March 4th—12:00pm Annual General Meeting.  Session will provide sandwiches. 

March 7th—7:00pm Wednesday Evening Lenten Series—The Parables of Matthew 

March 11th—2:00am Daylight Savings Time Starts —>  Spring ahead! 

March 11th— 11:45am Tori Smith’s teachers workshop on “How to Tell A Children’s Story Effectively”  in Iona Chapel 

March 9th—19th - Guatemala Mission Trip 

March 20th—7:00pm Session meets in the Lounge 

March 25th—10:30am Palm Sunday Pot Luck Lunch with our church partners 

March 27th— 7:30pm Men’s Pub Night at St. James Gate.  All men welcome to enjoy a brew and good conversation 

March 29th—7:00pm Maundy Thursday Communion  

March 30th—10:30am Good Friday Worship 

May 16th—By Invitation Pastoral Care Spring Luncheon 

Pastoral Care — Sheila Loughrey-O’Brien 

Plans are well underway for the annual Spring Luncheon. Organized 
by Peggy Peacock, and hosted by the Pastoral Care Team, the 
luncheon provides an opportunity for fellowship (and delicious food!) 
for members of our church community who are no longer able to 
come out regularly for Sunday worship services. This year’s luncheon 
will be held on May 16, 2018. 
 
After years of dedicated service, Brenda Adamson has stepped down as convenor of the Pastoral Care Team. Her 
organizational and communication skills, wise counsel and gifted pastoral care served the team, and more im-
portantly our larger church family in times of need. Sheila Loughrey-O’Brien and her size six feet have agreed to 
step in and try to fill the very BIG shoes left by Brenda. All kidding aside, we give a huge thank-you to Brenda for 
all her time and work done on behalf of the team. 
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Upcoming Events—check the church website calendar for more events 

 As Pastor Tim is going to be away beginning in 
April we are recruiting volunteers to help us with 
the Walking School Bus (bringing children from 
school to church for After School Program) and 
also small group leaders.  If you have the heart to 
serve in our ministry, please talk to Pastor Esther 
or call the Church Office.   
 

Pastor Tim leading the “Walking School Bus” for the After School Program 



Mission Team — Sandra Hamlyn 

What an exciting time this is for the Mission Committee with our first ever mission team leaving for Guatemala  in 
a couple of weeks.  
 
The team hosted a wonderful Pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday and $750 was raised. They are also requesting 
clothes for children ages from birth to 6 years. Please keep the team in your prayers . 
 
Due to all the fund-raising for the trip the Mission Committee has decided not to have the Lenten Coin Boxes this 
year but have an envelope for PWS&D on one Sunday, possibly Palm Sunday.  
 
The Benevolent Fund had a total of $8000. It was decided to send a donation of $1000 to The Yonge Street Mis-
sion and $1000 to Jane Finch Reaching Up to help those in need in our city. 
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Pancake Tuesday Dinner Crew 
Pancake cooks 

Pancake eaters! Mad skills! 



Guatemala Mission Trip 
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Aiden & Greg built a church out of Lego, in the side windows are prayer 
cards for people to take home and be reminded to pray for the Mission  
team while they are away! 

Pray for our SGK Mission Team 

March 9-19, 2018 

 
 

You can help by donating clothing for 
children aged birth to 6 years to be given 

to children in need during the trip! 



Management Team — Tom Oldfield 
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Our responsibilities on the Management Committee relate to the stewardship of both our congregation’s physi-
cal property and its on-going financial situation. Our focus is to make sure we are using the funds received by 
the church to support all our internal and outreach programs and to also ensure that our property is main-
tained in a safe, functional manner. 
 
2017 saw a great deal of significant project work completed.  Phase 1 of the roof replacement, enhancements to 
our landscaping, and the new sign/door/lobby project were all finished in 2017 and are helping to support our 
goal of keeping St Giles Kingsway an open, welcoming and useful space. 
 
With the congregation’s approval, we were once again in 2017 able to allocate funds from the Living Trust Fund 
for much needed capital improvements which we plan to have completed in 2018 – specifically a new sound 
system.  The contract has been signed for this project and we anticipate work to begin soon.   
 
We are pleased to report that in 2017 we realized an operating surplus of $7,346.  We achieved this re-
sult primarily by coming in under budget on our expenditures for the year and also by experiencing a minor 
surplus in our final revenue projections.  Virtually every committee came in under budget and of course a huge 
thank-you to everyone in the congregation for your on-going financial support.   
 
While 2017 was a positive financial year, it is important to note that we fell short of our commitment to Presby-
terians Sharing by $2,220.  We will of course honour our commitment to our National Church of $21,600 for 
2017, but continue to proceed with a realistic approach to support Presbyterian Sharing using our actual results 
as a basis for the 2018 budget.   
 
Along with our traditional programs the 2018 budget also includes an increase in our Discipleship line item which 
will be used to support our Children & Family Ministry.  While the Living Trust grant will support this program 
for  the first 8 months of 2018, we will be asking the congregation  to approve  providing an additional amount 
of $8,667 to fund this program from  September to December 2018.  
 

Once again in 2017 our congregation has been graciously 
blessed by the ongoing talents we receive from our em-
ployees.  Heather Carver, Tom McWilliams, Chris Tutte 
each bring their unique gifts to keep all our congrega-
tion’s many activities functioning smoothly while also 
maintaining our property with their utmost care.  For 
this we give sincere thanks to each of them.  
 
We would like to thank Derek Chisholm and Greg 
McFarlin for their years of service on the management 
committee.  We will miss their participation and wish 
them the best in the new committee roles they have as-
sumed.   
 

If you are interested in joining or finding out more about the Management Team, we would love to hear from 
you!  Please feel free to reach out to any of us for more details. 
 
Our committee would like to thank every member of the congregation for the financial support, time and tal-
ents you have given our church in 2017.  We are blessed to have a wonderful facility and dedicated people 
providing great programs for our church, our community, and others in need. By continuing to work together in 
2018 we will be able to ensure that the revenue goals required to support our programs are met and our finan-
cial footing remains strong. 



We had a very special Chocolate Valentine party in February.  Two representatives of Purdy’s Chocolates, Ally-
son Vandervelde (leader Joan Dea’s daughter) and Chocolatier Peter Blanchette came to visit.   
 
They brought with them a huge amount of chocolate 
which they stirred and melted in a special machine.  Each 
friend was given a Purdy’s chocolate box lined with paper 
in which melted chocolate was poured.  They were also 
given a cup to fill with  their choice of 10 different special 
ingredients (e.g. cranberries, pretzels, yogurt covered rai-
sins, Gummi Bears, etc.).  Our Friends were also given a 
spatula to mix their ingredients into the melted chocolate, 
creating their own unique chocolate bark.  They each left 
that evening with their chocolate bark, and they were 
given a beautiful purple and gold Purdy’s bag to carry 
their box of chocolate bark home in.  
  
Before the friends made their bark, Allyson and Peter told them where chocolate comes from (beans from cocoa 
pods) and how it is made  They brought some cocoa pods to pass around so that our friends could see what they 
look like.  Peter and Allyson invited questions , and the friends had several interesting ones.  For example, one of 
our friends asked where white chocolate comes from.  We were surprised to hear that white chocolate comes 
from the oils extracted from the cocoa beans, but does not include the cocoa itself. 
  
We are very grateful to Purdy’s Chocolates for providing all the wonderful chocolate for our very special, sweet 
night, and to Allyson and Peter for volunteering their time. 
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 Introducing Reverend Alan Wilson 

Rev. Alan Wilson serves as Minister at Ballykelly Presbyterian Church and is coming to St. Giles Kingsway from 
May 9th to July 2nd  2018.    

 
Alan & his wife Anne have 2 children & grandkids (he is 63) and in his 11th year at BPC. It is a rural farming area 
(they have 6 Alpaca’s in the backyard and a fish pond). He is very involved with the Jews for Jesus Ministry. The 
local school has 320 kids and is integrated – Roman Catholic & Protestant. He is President of the school 
board.  The church has 200 worshippers on Sunday and about 65 kids in Sunday School . 

Friendship Club — Lois Taylor 



Discipleship Team — Pastor Esther Park 
In December, our A Night in Bethlehem event was a huge success!  During this festive event, families wandered through 
the bustling Bethlehem marketplace, and discovered what life was like when Jesus was born.  They were able to visit 
eight interactive hands-on experiences which also included a Bethlehem stable booth! Enjoy the photos from this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church School 
This Winter, we had a blessed time learning God’s word together with the children in Church School.  We studied the 
books of the gospel and learned about who Jesus is.  Children got to experience the Bible as a large group with Pastor 
Esther giving the sermon in the Iona Chapel, then divided into small groups with their teachers.  We have a committed 
group of seven teachers serving with us: Kelly Bruneau, Carol Rivait, Iris Chan, Ji Myoung Chisholm, Jim Billington, Jason 
Gang and Eric Lee.   
 
A teacher’s workshop on “How to Tell Children’s Story Effectively” is on March 11th in the Iona Chapel with Tori Smith (the 
Regional Minister for Faith Formation).   
 
Parent’s and Grandparents workshop on “Please Pass the Faith: Best Practices for Sharing your Faith with Your Children 
and Grandchildren” will be in April with Tori Smith.  Please see bulletin for dates and additional information on the sem-
inar.  If you are interested, please talk to pastor Esther.  A light lunch will be provided.   
 
After School Program  
We continue to have fun in the After-School Program outreach to the community with the children every Thursday from  
3:30pm-5:30pm.  During the Winter, we had twenty-six children registered.  We have been exploring many hands-on 
activities such as Fall harvest, expressing ourselves through arts, science and so much more!  We also had a special guest; 
Mad Science in February and twenty-nine children were present.  
 
This March children will be engaged in Woodworking workshop with Paul Dort and Jim Billington.  Bi-monthly we pro-
vide community meals for the family of the programs which is a great opportunity to build relationship with the parents.   
 

...continued on page 9 
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To mark the 500th anniversary of beginning of the Protestant Reformation the Worship Committee has been ex-
amining the Westminster Directory of Public Worship in our meetings.  The Directory was completed in 1747 and is 
a centrally important archetype for the ways that Presbyterians publicly worship God.   
 
Alongside the Directory of Public Worship there is also the Westminster Directory of Family Worship, which was 
originally developed in Scotland in 1747.  It provides general directions for private, family worship in 
the Calvinist tradition. While generally approving of the products of the Westminster Assembly (namely, 
the Westminster Standards), the Church of Scotland viewed it as incomplete without directions for private worship.  
 
This later Directory was thus approved by the General Assembly at Edinburgh, Scotland on August 24, 1647. This 
Directory became the standard of family worship in the Church of Scotland and has been influential with-
in Presbyterian churches worldwide.  It is conveniently available on-line in modern English at: 
 
http://www.christcovenantcullman.org/directory-modernized.pdf 
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Worship Team — Derek Chisholm 

Sunday 10:30am Worship – Theme & Bible Passage 
March 4 Watch what you Wear - Matthew 22:1-14 

Annual General Meeting following Worship 
March 11 Pastor Eric Lee – Matthew 25:35-40 [Mission Trip] 

March 18 Pastor Esther Park Leading Worship [Mission Trip] 

March 25 Palm Sunday - Matthew 21:1-11 – Joint Worship 

March 29 Maundy Thursday Communion – 7pm 

March 30 Good Friday Worship – 10:30 am 

April 1st Sunrise Service – 8:30am (Breakfast at Humber Valley) 
Easter Service – Communion – Matthew 28:1-10 

April 8th Easter 2 Worship – Matthew 28:16-20 

April 15th Worship – Rev. Kevin Livingston 

April 22nd Worship – Rev. Kevin Livingston 

April 29th Worship - Pastor Noel Ramsey 

May 6th Worship – Rev. Kevin Livingston 

May 13th – 
July 1st 

Worship – Rev. Alan Wilson 
from Ballykelly Presbyterian Church, Northern Ireland 

July 8th -
August 26th 

Worship – Rev. Stuart Morrow 
from Moneydig Presbyterian Church, Northern Ireland 

Jointly with Pastor Tim, the Worship 
Team has developed a schedule for our 
worship services at St. Giles Kingsway 
right up until Pastor Tim returns, prior to 
Rally Day in September. 

Feb. 14 – Ash Wednesday - The Sower (13:3-9) 
Feb. 21 - The Tares (13:24-30) 
Feb. 28 - The Mustard Seed (13:31-32) - Esther 
March 7th - The Leaven (13:33) 
March 14th - The Hidden Treasure (13:44) Derek  
March 21st - The Pearl of Great Price (13:45-46) 
March 28th - Drawing in the Net (13:47-50) Derek 

*Possibly Nirmal Dass will lead a portion on the 
Historical Jesus 

Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m. Lenten Series:  

Parables from Matthew 13* 

French Class 
This term in French Class the children have reviewed some of the vocabulary presented in the fall, and have learned 
new words and phrases based on a few themes planned by our team. 
 
In January and February we started looking at the four seasons.  The children practiced using weather expressions, 
names of several holidays, and other vocabulary associated with each of the seasons.  We learned French vocabu-
lary for some winter sports during the Olympics, and we also looked at Valentines Day. 
 
Due to the Winter Break, we will only have two classes in March.  During these sessions we will focus on Easter vo-
cabulary. With snowy, cold weather on several Sunday mornings, attendance has been inconsistent this term.  
Hopefully, we will see more of our students attending when warmer weather returns. 



Minister’s Minute — Pastor Tim Bruneau 

As I sit in the Church office on a balmy day in mid-February, Spring suddenly doesn’t seem so far away. I hear the ice 
crumbling off the roof and water dripping from the eaves. I can’t be naïve, there is more winter to come, but Spring is 
near. One of my favourite parts of C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is when it becomes apparent to 
everyone that the long grip of winter (over 100 years under the spell of the white witch) is coming to an end. It clearly 
represented the end of the reign of evil in the realm of Narnia. Aslan, the figure of Jesus in this book, is on the move. 

Through the month of March, we remain in the season of Lent. We are reflective, 
we are prayerful, we recognize the great road to sacrifice which Jesus’ had to jour-
ney – at times, very alone. We recall with sadness the sin of the world which was 
placed on Jesus, nailing him to the cross. Yet, in the midst of this season, as faithful 
Christians, we must always be looking ahead to …dawn on the first day of the 
week… This is the pivotal event which transformed our relationship with our Crea-
tor. Bursting forth in glorious light arose our triumphant Lord from the tomb. We 
have been made new by faith in Him. We have fullness of life in His name. The 
winter freeze, the power of evil, is made impotent through the power of Jesus res-
urrection.  

Friends it is the season of Good Friday but Easter is coming!  Thanks be to God!   

            -Pastor Tim 

“After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week…”   Matthew 28:1  

Mission Statement 
 

Deepening faith, growing 
relationships, and transforming 
lives through the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the heart of Humber 
Valley Village. 
 

 CONNECT people through 
genuine Christian relation-
ships in the Church family 

 
 Offer people a spiritually 

deep environment to GROW 
in their relationship with God 
through Christ 

 
 Positively IMPACT our com-

munity through a humble 
and joyful sharing of the 
whole good news of Jesus 
Christ 

15 Lambeth Road, Toronto, ON M9A 2Y6 
416.233.8591 

sgk@bellnet.ca 
 

   www.stgileskingsway.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StGilesKingsway/ 

Editor — Chaz Sullivan 

https://www.facebook.com/StGilesKingsway/?fref=ts

