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The First Word—Pastor Tim  

Happy New Year!! The Christian calendar recognizes New Year’s 
Day as the first Sunday of Advent [falling on Dec. 3rd this year]. The 
Christian year begins in a less celebratory manner than a typical 
New Year’s Eve gathering. Our New Year begins with a call to re-
pentance – an admission of sin and a call to change our ways to 
make room for Jesus’ rule in our lives. We aren’t asked to make a 
list of New Year’s resolutions, Christians are asked to make a sacri-
fice. A releasing of control over our own lives in order to allow a 
more firm grasp of Jesus’ hands on us. 
 
Rev. Kevin Livingston said in his sermon on Nov. 19th, ‘The trash in our minds and hearts can start to stink as it collects 
and needs to be thrown out.’ That is the process of confession. As we repent of those practices we know are unhealthy 
and destructive to our spiritual well-being, we prepare the way for our Lord to take control. As we relax our grip on 
what we perceive to be our money, our children, our jobs, our health, our rights and offer our lives as a living sacrifice 
into Jesus’ hands, we find freedom.  
 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, we do not enter this new year promising to do better, but promising to welcome the 
leadership of Jesus more fully. So, let us celebrate this New Year with hope-filled humility. To God be the glory!   
 - Pastor Tim 
 

Community Team — Chaz Sullivan 

This Autumn the congregation joined in the lower hall for a Pot Luck Dinner followed by the Mission Team Fundraiser 
for the March 2018 Guatemala Trip. There was an excellent turn out for this event.  Pot Luck dinners are a wonderful 
opportunity to spend time with others and get to know them better in a personal, less formal environment.  There was 
so much food and lots of fun. 
 
Ray Bennett has resigned from the Community Team after 20+ years of faithful service.  Ray, your enthusiasm and 
willingness to pitch in and help will be missed.  I’m sure that we’ll still see you at functions as you are available.  Debbie 
Schriber regrets that due to travelling with her job that she is not able to be present enough to contribute on the 
Community team, we thank her for her willingness to try and hope that she and Mark will be able to attend some of 
our events over the church year. If anyone has a calling to be a contributing member of the Community Team, please 
call the church office to request to be contacted.  The team meets every month or two to plan events over the year. 

 
Thank you to everyone who contributes to Hospitality Duty at Coffee Hour after 
church on Sunday.  This is a very well attended event every week and with many vol-
unteers, each only needs to be on duty once or two Sundays for the entire Church year.   
 
Special Christmas treats and hot apple cider will be served on Sunday December 3rd 
for the first Sunday of Advent.  We will be welcoming the other congregations that 
utilize St. Giles Kingsway to worship.  It’s sure to be a time of special blessing to us all.   
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In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “ 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near…  
A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

Matthew 3:1-3  



Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 3rd —  10:30am First Sunday of Advent—Holy Communion 
 
December 10th—10:30am Second Sunday of Advent Christmas Pageant /Family Day  
 
December 16th—4-6pm Advent Event—A Night in Bethlehem 
 
December 17th– 10:30am Third Sunday of Advent; Lessons & Carols with special music by the Chancel Choir,  
   soloists & guest trumpeter – “Sing Joy to All the World” 
 
December 24th—10:30am Fourth Sunday of Advent; Christmas Through Art 
    7:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
  
December 25th—10:30am Christmas Day—Holy Communion  
   
January 7th —10:30am Epiphany Season begins 
 
February 14th—Lent on Ash Wednesday  
 
February 18th 10:30am —First Sunday of Lent—Holy Communion  
 
February 19th—Family Day 

Friendship Club — Lois Taylor 
 

We have had a fun fall together at Friendship Club. 
  
At our last bowling party at Bowlerama on Dundas Street on November 6th we thanked the 
manager very much for treating us so well for many years.  We made a card for him and all our 
friends signed it.  Thanks to one of our new members at the church, Judy Dufty, we have found 
a new bowling alley at Bowlerama on Rexdale Blvd.  
  

 
At our Christmas meeting on December 4th we are going to put on the Christmas play “The Birth of Jesus”.  All 
our friends will be invited to participate, and using simple props and costumes we will tell the story of the first 
Christmas.  Afterwards we will enjoy pizza and Christmas cookies, lovingly made by some of our leaders.  As our 
friends leave that night they will receive a Christmas card, a bag of candies, and a small gift. 
  
We will meet again in the new year, on January 8th at 7:00 pm. 
  
Lois Taylor 
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Clerk of Session—Rita Dean 

Fall Highlights: 
 
 Special Congregational Meetings on October 8 (new roofing) and November 19 (new sound system) approv-

ing much needed repairs and replacement 
 Well received Reformation sermon series on the Five Solae 
 Reception of new members: Judy Dufty, Suzanne Kekely and Kathy Schoeppich. We extend to them a warm 

welcome. 
 Joint worship with Siloam, Cross, Nigerian and Button2Christ congregations celebrating Advent 1 communion 
 Renaming the Sports Hall to the “Iona Chapel.” Session determined that this more adequately reflects its 

origins as a Church Sanctuary and its current increasing use as a place of prayer and worship. 
 Inter-Team “Thinking Big” Visioning Workshop on November 12:  how do we live out our mission and vision 

statements? where is Christ leading us?  
 
 
 

Our Sorrows:  
 
Remembering and giving thanks for the life of Margaret Robb who now lives with 
our Lord in Heaven.   
 
 
 
 
After seeking input from some of our Team members and interested members of the Congregation at the recent 
“Thinking Big” workshop, Session adopted three goals to help make our Vision a reality: 

 
       Goals: 
1) To more consistently integrate prayer into all we do 
2) To ensure the community (those using our building and the 
broader community) knows more about SGK and more about God 
3) To involve more members/adherents in activities/worship/outreach  
 
Session plans a follow-up “Thinking Big” workshop in January to develop some specific 
strategies related to these goals. 
 

In furtherance of the third goal, we are thankful to God for those in our Church community who are willing to 
give their time and talents to help fulfill our Mission and Vision statements. Are you playing the role you want to 
play? Is there something you would like to be asked to do? Volunteer for a limited amount of time planning and 
coordinating a short-term event? Taking part in one of our small group ministries? We want to ensure that eve-
ryone has a chance to be involved in a way that is meaningful and spiritually uplifting, and to keep the life and 
work of St. Giles Kingsway healthy and vital. Speak to one of the elders if you want to find out more information 
on how you can participate and follow the path where Christ is leading you. 
 
Whatever your present situation in life, whether you approach Christmas this year with joyful anticipation or with 
a heavy heart, may you come to the manger with hope, peace, joy and love and always be reminded of God’s 
presence in our lives. On behalf of the Session I wish you all a blessed Christmas and pray that 2018 will be a year 
of good health and happiness for each of us.  
 
Rita 
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Church Library—Simonne Nord 
 
The library has a gathering of Christmas memories that will wrap you in the spirit of the season – the spirit of giving 
and receiving, of loving and being loved, of dreaming and seeing dreams come true.  As you and your family read 
stories from the hearts of people who have experienced the miracle of Christmas, you will be reminded of the pre-
cious gifts in your own lives. 
 
The Legend of the Christmas Stocking by Rick Osborne 
 
This wonderful Christmas tale, set in the early 1800’s, shares the touching story of a young boy named Peter.  He sells 
newspapers to help his family while his father is away at sea, and he’s been saving a bit of his earnings to buy a 
model schooner in the woodworker’s shop.  But after Uncle Jim, the woodworker, tells him the story of St. Nicholas, 
Peter discovers the meaning behind the hanging and filling of Christmas stockings and learns a heartfelt lesson in 
kindness and generosity. 
 
Filled with the rich, realistic illustrations of Jim Griffin, children ages 4 to 8 will discover the depth of God’s love shown 
through others as they learn the Christian meaning revealed in The Legend of the Christmas Stocking. 
 
The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walburg 
 
One dark November night a stranger rides into a small prairie town.  Who is he?  Why has he come?  The townspeo-
ple wish he were a doctor, a dressmaker, or a trader.  But the children have the greatest wish of all, a deep, quiet, 
secret wish. 
 
Then a young girl named Lucy befriends the newcomer.  When he reveals his identity and shares with her the legend 
of the candy cane, she discovers the fulfillment of her wishes and the answer to the town’s dreams.  Now will she 
share what she has learned? 
 
Warm, lavish illustrations by James Bernardin bring to life a timeless tale by Lori Walburg, a story that will help fam-
ilies celebrate the mystery and miracle of Christmas – for many Christmases to come. 
 
The Legend of the Christmas Tree by Rick Osborne 
 
On a visit to a tree lot, the Johnson family sees three beautifully decorated trees standing in the center of the lot.  A 
mysterious silver gift-wrapped box is under one of the trees. 
 
The old lot owner notices their intrigue and what he tells them, not only marks the beginning of a new family tradi-
tion, but also brings meaning and understanding into their Christmas celebration. 
 
In the Legend of the Christmas Tree, children ages 4 to 8 will discover the wonderful story of how the evergreen tree 
first became a symbol of Christmas and a way to tell people about God. 
 
The beautiful illustrations by Bill dodge add a wonderful richness to the story and help bring meaning to one of our 
best-loved traditions – decorating the Christmas tree. 
 

 
-Simonne Nord 
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Congregational Pot Luck Dinner and Mission Team Fundraiser 11/18/2017 

2018 Guatemala Mission Team  
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Ride Sharing  — Winsom Graham 

Need a ride?   
Offer a ride? 
 
“What is that in your hand?” Most of us are 
familiar with this quote when God spoke to 
Moses (who felt inadequate for the task he 
was given).  Moses' obedience allowed God 
use a stick, and that tool was used by God to 
accomplish His will.  
 
Recently, a group of our church communi-
ty met to discuss our vision of what God is 
doing and what He wants us to be doing 
with what He has given us, “what is in our 
hands” at St. Giles Kingsway Presbyterian 
Church. We have sensed God’s hand of guid-
ance in leading our Pastor Tim, with Esther 
Park and their team to develop our After  
School Ministry. For many years, God’s pres-
ence and love has been evident in His bless-
ing of the Friendship Club, under the able 
leadership of Lois Taylor.  We have many things for which to give thanks to God for His Spirit’s presence among 
us. 
 
At the visioning meeting, it seemed clear that the folks who attended are available, willing and interested in be-
ing a part of what God is doing in our church and in our community, but are unsure of what action to take to 
connect with those who need us to be “the hands and feet of Christ”. Is that where you are, as well?  If so, join us in 
our common agreement, moving forward, to make praying about it a top priority. However, if you PRAY, and 
LISTEN, God may say to you, ”What is that in your hand”?  Is it a telephone, a computer, or a car and driver? 
 
Here is the need: Several people, formerly active in our church, can no longer drive to church and frequently 
have to miss attending services or special events.  
Few can offer a regular drive on a weekly basis, but perhaps you can offer an occasional ride. It would be a great 
blessing and an opportunity to make new friends.  
 
Are you willing to offer what is in your hand? If so, PRAY about it and connect with us as we work to bring to-
gether those who NEED a ride with those who have the means and opportunity to PROVIDE a ride.  
 
Please call the church office or email your willingness to be involved, and you will hear back from us as we try to 
bring together those who need a ride with those who can help out.  



Discipleship Team/Church School —Sheila Loughrey-O’Brien & Esther Park  
We had a great start of Church school and After School Program this Fall.  In Church School children and youth 
have been practicing for the annual Christmas pageant for December 10th.  Our pageant is called, “I do believe in 
Christmas”.  We have been practicing for the entire month of November!    
 
On Dec. 16 from 4pm-6pm, we are hosting a Night in Bethlehem Christmas Event for children and families in the 
Iona Chapel.  During this festive event, families wander through the bustling Bethlehem marketplace, and discover 
what life was like when Jesus was born.  Everyone will love visiting eight interactive hands-on experiences which 
also includes a Bethlehem stable booth!  Please call the church office if you’d like to attend. 
 
In our After-School Program, approximately twenty-three children with eight dedicated volunteers attend our 
church every Thursday.  Our monthly theme included, Fall harvest in October and Express Yourself Through Arts in 
November.  For December the children will be presenting a Christmas dance with a song to their families and 
friends with a community Christmas dinner.   
 
We also launched a new beginners French program on October 1st, every Sundays at 9:30-10:15 in the Adamson 
Room.  We have twenty-five children registered from kindergarten to grade 5.  Our teachers are Louna Tlemsani, 
and Diane Gillis.  Every month children are learning under a themed weekly lesson through interactive activities 
which include repetition, hands-on-activities and songs.  On December 10th, during the worship children will be pre-
senting a French Christmas song.  
 
On behalf of the Leading with Care team,  Sandra Hamlyn organized a CPR certification course that was held on 
November 25. Among those who participated, the following SGK members are certified First Responders in case of 
a cardiac emergency at the church: Sandra Hamlyn, Jillian Platnar, Louna Tlemsani and her daughter Maya and 
Sheila Loughrey-O'Brien.  
 
We are always looking for volunteers to serve with us in Church School, After School Program or French Program.  
If you like to work with children and are interested please contact Esther Park, Carol Rivait or Louna Tlemsani. 
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Worship Team — Derek Chisholm 
St. Giles Kingsway’s Worship Committee met twice during this Autumn. 
 
The Committee kindly welcomed Derek Chisholm as the Convener of the Com-
mittee. In October 2017 we remembered the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. The Worship Committee has been reviewing passages from the 
Westminster Directory for Public Worship at the beginning of our meetings.  The 
Directory is something sort of an agenda for the public worship of God.  It is also 
something of a handbook of pastoral practice containing a lengthy section on vis-
iting the sick, and a detailed section on preaching.  
 
The Directory was compiled by the Westminster Assembly of Divines, who were 121 
English ministers of the Church of England.  They were appointed by the English 
Parliament at Westminster in 1643 (126 years after the beginning of the Refor-
mation) to standardize the doctrine of the church and the public worship of God.  
Their work took six years and included several other documents besides the Direc-
tory. 
 
With the restoration of the British monarchy in 1660 the Directory and the West-
minster Confession and the catechisms were abandoned in England but was ap-
proved by the Scottish Parliament in 1645 and is the foundation of public worship 
for most Presbyterian churches over the last three and one half centuries.   
 
A sermon series on the Gospel of Matthew will begin on December 3rd and  
continue through Advent until Easter.   

 

With approval from the Session of this Church and the Pres-
bytery of West Toronto, Pastor Tim is planning to engage in 
a Ministry Exchange with two Presbyterian clergy from 
Northern Ireland. The dates planned for this exchange are 
May 1st to Aug. 31st 2018 
 
Each Minister involved in the exchange plan to serve in our 
congregation for a period of two months. They will live in 
the manse and use the Bruneau van just as Tim (and fami-
ly) will live in their manse and use their vehicles. Rev. Alan 
Wilson (Minister of Ballykelly PC) will serve in SGK for May 
and June 2018.  Rev. Stuart Morrow (Minister in Moneydig 
PC) will serve in SGK for July and August 2018.  They are 
both very excited to visit Canada, to live and worship 
among our congregation and offer their gifts and leadership 
for the glory of God and the blessing of God’s people.  
 

Pastor Tim looks forward to this opportunity also. When Tim came to SGK in 2012 he spoke to the Search Commit-
tee and the Session about his desire to engage in a Ministry exchange with a Presbyterian Church in another coun-
try (Scotland, Ireland, or Oceania) after he had served at SGK for a five or six year period. That time has now ar-
rived! His prayerful hope is that this time away will offer him and his family a time of rest and renewal, as well as 
an intensive education on Church leadership in a very different context. He hopes that he will come back re-
charged and ready to serve among the people of SGK starting in September 2018. He also hopes that our congre-
gation will benefit from this experience and thoroughly enjoy some new leadership and the Irish accent! Tim is so 
thankful for the support and is happy to answer questions as they arise.  

Ministry Exchange 2018 – Pastor Tim 
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Management Team — Tom Oldfield 

 

A special contribution over and above  regular  
giving during Advent season  2017, please attach to 

cheque or insert into envelope with payment. 
 
Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________ 
 
City:__________________ Postal code:______________ 
 
Envelope # (if applicable)________________________ 
 
Amount: $_______________________________________ 

Christmas Wishes to everyone from the Management Committee!  In the on-going hustle and bustle of our daily lives 
Christmas is always the time where we can take a moment to pause and thank God for all of the blessings we have 
been given. 
 
There is no doubt that SGK has been richly blessed again this year. We are delighted with the capital projects and out-
reach programs that we have been able to complete in 2017.  While the on-going support of the Living Trust Fund has 
been key to our efforts, we must also thank the congregation for your continued financial support.  Congregational 
givings are by far our main source of income and with everyone’s contributions we have been able to stay on budget 
so far this year.  Thank-you!! 
 
Every year we receive a significant amount of our congregational revenue in December.  We are praying that once 
again this year the congregation will feel able to augment their normal monthly contribution with an additional 
Christmas offering.  With everyone’s support we can end 2017 on budget and begin our preparations for 2018 on a 
positive note. Please feel free to cut out and use the form below to include with any special Advent 2017 Offering that 
you feel able to make. 
 
Once again, thanks for everything that you all do for our 
church and as always, if you have any questions about our 
building or programs please do not hesitate to contact an-
yone on the management committee. 
 

-Cheryl, Paul, Greg, Garry, Tom, Don, Ted 

Cut along the dotted lines to submit this form with your Advent contribution 


