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The Minister’s Minute — Pastor Tim Bruneau 

As we age, ‘new beginnings’, like the New Year, seem less and less novel, don’t 
they? Our calendar is cyclical; that is, every twelve months we begin again. The 
routines we are used to at Christmas time, or in January, June, and September 
become so similar that when we reflect back it is very hard to distinguish one 
year from another. Years aren’t cyclical though; they are linear.  
 
We will never have another 2018. We will never be as young as we were last 
year. Our lives are lived in the cyclical and the linear. God made us this way. 
God created us to be creatures of routine (through cycles) and creatures with a 
determined amount of time to live on earth. How we use our time is im-
portant. We fall into routines, which is not a bad thing, but as we begin the 
New Year, may we be keenly aware of the gift of this present moment. Let us 
live faith-filled lives bearing witness to the reality that we are not just creatures 
of routine, but those possessing an eternal hope in Christ Jesus.  
 
Ever singing, march we onward, Victors in the midst of strife, Joyful music leads 
us sunward, In the triumph song of life from Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee. 

Community Team — Chaz Sullivan 
This Autumn about 30 members of the congregation joined in a fun evening event “Guess Who is Coming to 
Dinner?”. It was a smash success, a great time had by all! So great to spend time with others and get to 
know them better in a personal, less formal environment.  After hosts and guests enjoyed dinner together 
dessert in the lower hall was enjoyed by all.  I know that it drew us closer in community. Thanks to all the 
hosts and guests who participated, it was a great time.  Special thanks to Joanne Campbell for being the 
onsite coordinator. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributes to Hospitality Duty at Coffee Hour after church on Sunday.  This is 
a very well attended event every week and with many volunteers, each only needs to be on duty once or 
two Sundays for the entire Church year.   
 
Wendy Buhlman has sign-up sheets for those that are game to volunteer for Coffee Time.  
It’s recommended that teams of two be on duty. Thanks to Sandra Hamlyn for doing the set
-up on Saturday.  On Sunday, Coffee Time helpers are needed to turn on the coffee urn, 
make the tea and set out the cream, milk and juice.  Afterward, the dishes/mugs are put 
through the dishwasher and put away, leftover cookies, cream and milk are stored away for 
next week.  Speak to Wendy Buhlman, Chaz Sullivan or Heather Carver if you can sign up 
for a Sunday or two. 
 
If you’re interested in joining or helping the Community Team, reach out to Chaz Sullivan.  The team meets 
whenever there is an event upcoming. There is room for everyone who wants to contribute their time and 
talents! 
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But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:13-14 



December 15
th
—4:30-6pm — One Starry Night A Bible-Times Christmas Event for Families 

December 16
th

– 10:30am — Advent 3: Joy - Lessons & Carols special music by the Chancel Choir & soloists 
the four Canticles from the Gospel of Luke 

  - Deadline to submit donated gifts for Interval House residents 

  - Deadline for Mittens on the Mitten Tree in the front entrance 

December 16
th
– 1:00pm - Youth Carol Singing at Revera Kingsway Retirement Home 

December 23
th
— 10:30am Advent 4: Love - Christmas Through Art 

December 23rd — 12:00pm –Choir practice for Christmas Eve Service, all are welcome 

December 24
th

 — 7:00pm Christmas Eve—Candlelight Service  

December 25
th

— 10:30am Christmas Day—Holy Communion  

December 27
th

 to 29
th

 — Youth Snow Camp 

January 6
th

 — 10:30am Epiphany Season begins 

February 18
th

— Family Day 

March 5th —Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

March 6
th
— Ash Wednesday  

Friendship Club — Lois Taylor 
At our first Fall meeting in September, Patti Grimes, one of our leaders, did a talk on the Olympics.  She 
also talked about the Special Olympics and Paralympics.  Two of our friends have participated in the 
Special Olympics – Gordon States (softball) and Anne Gorley (bowling).   Our dear friend John McGown 
joined us at the October 1st Thanksgiving meeting, when he sang and played guitar.  John welcomed the 
friends to join in the singing, making the evening even more special.  We are very thankful for John’s care 
and support.   We had a fun Halloween party on October 15th, with lots of games and activities. 

 On November 5th, leaders Garry and Sandra Melville showed and talked about a number of interesting 
slides from their trip to South Africa, and leader Patti Grimes brought a number of art pieces that she 
bought in South Africa.  The last two meetings of the year were our Christmas 
meetings.  On November 19th, the Royal York Road United Church “Jubellation” 
hand bell choir helped us to ring in the Christmas season.  They played several of our 
favourite Christmas carols.  Our friends had a chance to join in the performance by 
playing chimes.  They all did a beautiful job! 

 On December 3rd we had our Christmas pageant, “The Birth of Jesus”, directed by leader Joan Dea.   All 
of our friends had a role in the performance.  After the pageant, the friends made a Christmas craft, and 
had a pizza party. 

 This year, Dorothy Craig has retired as a Friendship Club leader.  She was a faithful leader for many 
years, and we will miss her.  We will always remember Dorothy’s wonderful baking for special occasions, 
and her kind and gentle way with our friends. 

 We look forward to an exciting 2019 at Friendship Club!  If you may be interested in helping out at 
Friendship Club, please contact Lois Taylor at 416-236-8881.  3 



Clerk of Session—Rita Dean 

Fall Highlights: 

 Nigerian PC moved to new worship venue at end of August and Cross Church at end of October 
 Yesuchon Korean Congregation returning January 2019 to worship in Iona Chapel on Sunday after-

noons 
 2018-2019 Ministry Teams: 

 Community (Chaz Sullivan, convener/reporting elder) 
 Discipleship (Stewart Gillis, convener/reporting elder) 
 Management (Tom Oldfield, convener/reporting elder) 
 Mission (Sandra Hamlyn, convener; Greg McFarlin, reporting elder) 
 Worship (Derek Chisholm, convener; Lou-Anne Carr, reporting elder) 

 Tim Bruneau, Joanne Campbell and Derek Chisholm attended Synod meeting in Bradford on No-
vember 3 

 Lay Advisory Team supporting Eric Oh: Ray Bennett, Jim Billington, Joanne Campbell, JiMyoung 
Chisholm and Sheila Loughrey-O’Brien 

 Performance of “Billy Bishop Goes to War”:  $1,723.40 donated to General Fund 
 Faith Formation Class: Evelyn Bruneau, Calum Chisholm, Sion Gang, Elly Grimes, Maya Lachman, 

Aidan McFarlin and David Oh. Classes will continue into the new year and those who are ready 
might profess their faith in worship on Sunday, March 3, 2019. Eric Oh and Esther Park assisting in 
the classes. 

 Esther Park’s contract to be extended through 2019 
 Baptism of Maelle Gwenyth McGown, daughter of Shelly and John McGown, on November 18 
 The following have agreed to have their names put forward as Trustees, to be elected at Annual 

Congregational Meeting in March 2019: 
 6-year term:  Debbie Lachman, Barry Peacock 
 4-year term:  Jim Billington, Linda Bradburn 
 2-year term:  Roy Bridge, Tom Oldfield 

 

Our Sorrows:  

Remembering and giving thanks for the faithful service of Edna Barker, Arnie Stocks and Sylvia Ten-
nison, who now live with our Lord in Heaven. 

 
The church school pageant always fills our hearts with delight and re-
minds us of the gift of the Christ Child; God’s love and grace embodied in 
a precious child. I hope this Christmas brings you much hope, peace, joy 
and love. May God’s richest blessings be upon you and those you love. 
 
In His service,  

Rita 
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Church Library—Simonne Nord 
 
The time leading up to Christmas is full of planning and activity in every area of our lives.  Family plans 
are huge.  Plans to get together with friends are also important.  Shopping becomes a bigger focus and 
stores are full of seasonal goods and excited people.  There is an increased pace in life. 
 
This increased pace can be decreased by reading stories together as a family from the hearts of people who 
have experienced the miracle of Christmas.       
 
The library has a gathering of Christmas memories that will wrap you in the spirit of the season – the spirit 
of giving and receiving, of loving and being loved, of dreaming and seeing dreams come true.  You will no 
doubt be reminded of the precious gifts in your own lives as your family read stories together. 
 
Please come to the library and pick up one of these stories to be enjoyed as a quiet time during the season. 
 
The Christmas Cross – a story about finding your way home for the holidays, by Max Lucado 

The Most Beautiful Tree – a Christmas parable for all ages, by Melody Carlson 

God in the Manger – the miraculous birth of Christ, by John MacArthur 

Where’s the Baby King, by Karen King 

The Pine Tree Parable, by Liz Curtis Higgs 

The First Christmas Tree – a legend from long ago, by Helen Haidle 

The Legend of the Candy Cane – the inspirational story of our favourite Christmas candy, by Lori Walburg 

God Gave Us Christmas, by Lisa Bergren 

The Legend of St. Nicholas – a story of Christmas giving, by Dandi Mackall 

The Legend of the Christmas Stocking – the inspirational story of a wish come true, by Rick Osborne 

The First Christmas – the true and unfamiliar story, by Paul Maier 

Reflections on the Christmas Story, by Janette Oke 

-Simonne 
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Billy Bishop Goes to War 
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Mission Team  — Sandra Hamlyn 

Our Thanksgiving Offering collection was $1,347. 
 
As is our custom the Mission Team has a special project for Christmas. This year we have chosen to  
support  Interval House which is a shelter for mothers and children. There are eight mothers and 14 
children in this shelter. Like last year, I have prepared Snow Flakes with ages of children and their 
wish or need. For the mothers there are also needs and items that they need.  Please choose a Snow-
flake and return it in the gift bag so that we will know which child or adult the gift is for. Because 
there are only  a total  of 22 maybe you  might wish to join with someone else to buy household items 
the mothers need. 
 
Our Christmas offering will go to the Benevolent Fund. See back page for a special donation slip. 

 
The Mission Committee is also working our Mission Trip to Guatemala during the March Break 2019,so 
far we have 10 people signed up. Please pray for our partnership with the Presbyterian Church in 
Guatemala. 

The McGown 

Family 

Maelle’s Baptism 



Family and Children’s Ministry — Pastor Esther Park 
Greetings!  
 
Christmas is fast approaching, and our children/youth were excited to present a Christmas pageant on De-
cember 9th, called, “New Star.” We thank Joan Dea for her leadership, and teachers for their support.    
 
The youth from Grade 6 to 9, gathered every Sunday for 6 weeks for the first part of “Faith formation” 
class with Student pastor Eric, Esther and Tim.  It was a great time to fellowship with our friends and dig 
into God’s Word.  Our second session begins January 2019.   
 
After School Program resumed this Fall.  The children enjoyed a variety of themes such as culinary, music, 
and Christmas.  In November, the children presented different Hallelujah songs from around the world to 
their parents led by our music director Dr. Carl Bear.  
 
We look forward to the family Christmas event One Starry Night on Saturday, December 15th from 
4:30-6:00pm in the Iona Chapel.  Through interactive stations we will travel to Bethlehem, where we will 
taste, smell, and touch what life was like when Jesus was born.  Preparation is well underway with an 
amazing group of fourteen volunteers! 

 
Our youth will be caroling on Sunday, December 16th to the seniors at Revera 
Kingsway Retirement Home.  We want to spread the love of Jesus to our com-
munity.  This event is open to anyone who is interested.      
 
 

Lastly, to wrap up December, Pastor Esther is taking seven of our youth to the Pres-
bytery Snow camp on December 27th-29th.  It will be a great time to bond with each 
other and play in the snow! Please keep us in your prayers for a safe trip.   
 
If you have questions about our ministry or would like to be involved, please speak to Pastor Esther.  
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Pastor Esther!  
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Pastoral Care — Sheila Loughrey-O’Brien 

We have a great team! Our members are a truly dedicated group, and 
we want to connect to, and show care for those in the church family, be 
it in times of crisis, illness, or hospital stay.  Visits, either in person, or via 
telephone, are very much appreciated by those in our church family who 
live in long term care facilities and are unable to attend Sunday services.  

We welcome new members. We have only two or three meetings be-
tween now and June, and time commitments for team activities can be 
whatever you are able to offer. If you are interested in joining the team 
or assisting on an occasional basis, please speak to Sheila Loughrey-
O’Brien. 



Jesus Messiah by Chris Tomlin 

He became sin, who knew no sin 
That we might become his righteousness 
He humbled himself and carried the cross 
Love so amazing, love so amazing 
 

Jesus Messiah, name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 

 
His body the bread, his blood the wine 
Broken and poured out all for love 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn 
Love so amazing, love so amazing 
 

Jesus Messiah, name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 
 

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You 
All the glory to You, God, the Light of the world 

 
Jesus Messiah, name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 

 
Director of Music Ministry – Dr. Carl Bear 
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On Sunday, December 16th, the choir will sing a service of lessons and car-
ols. We will focus on the four canticles found in the first two chapters of 
Luke,  the Song of Mary (Magnificat), the Song of Zechariah 
(Benedictus),  the Song of the Angels (Gloria),  the Song of Simeon (Nunc 
Dimittis) 
 
There will also be readings to accompany these canticles, and the congre-
gation will join in singing versions of the canticles set to popular Christmas 
carol melodies. 
 
The choir will also be singing for Christmas Eve and 

we are inviting anyone who wishes to join us. All are welcome to come to a special 
rehearsal after worship on Sunday, December 23 to practice music for Christmas 
Eve. People of all ages and abilities can participate! 
 
While we weren't able to launch the pickup choir this Fall, stay tuned for the launch date this Winter.  
 
As always, please feel free to contact Carl by email at sgkmusicministry@gmail.com if you're interested 
in participating in music in any way. 



 

Management Team — Tom Oldfield 

 

A special contribution over and above regular  

giving during Advent 2018 for the Benevolent Fund. 

 
Please attach to cheque or insert into envelope with payment. 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 
 

Address:_______________________________________________ 
 

City:____________________ Postal code:___________________ 
 

Envelope # (if applicable):______________________________ 
 

Amount: $_____________________________________________ 

Christmas Wishes to everyone from the Management Committee!  In the on-going hustle and bustle of our daily lives 
Christmas is always the time where we can take a moment to pause and thank God for all of the blessings we have 
been given. 
 
There is no doubt that SGK has been richly blessed again this year. We are delighted with the capital projects and out-
reach programs that we have been able to complete in 2018.  While the on-going support of the Living Trust Fund has 
been key to our efforts, we must also thank the congregation for your continued financial support.  Congregational 
givings are, by far, our main source of income and with everyone’s contributions we have been able to stay on budget 
so far this year.  Thank-you!! 
 
Every year we receive a significant amount of our congregational revenue in December.  We are praying that once 
again this year the congregation will feel able to augment their normal monthly contribution with an additional 
Christmas offering.  With everyone’s support we can end 2018 on budget and begin our preparations for 2019 on a 
positive note. 
 
For your prayerful consideration, preliminary Nov 2018 results indicate the following:  
Congregational Receipts  Actual: $ 189,500 Budget 2018: $ 237,767 Shortfall to date: $ 48,267 

Presbyterians Sharing Actual: $   17,270 Budget 2018: $   19,000 Shortfall to date: $  1,730 
Fundraising/Special Tributes/   Actual: $   15,000 Budget 2018: $   24,260 Shortfall to date: $  9,260 
Memorials   
   
Once again, thank you for all that you do for our church and as always, if you have 
any questions about our building or programs please do not hesitate to contact 
anyone on the Management Team. 
 

Blessings,  

-Tom, Cheryl, Garry, Don  & Ted 

Cut along the dotted lines to submit this form with your Advent contribution 

Christmas 
Offering 2018 


